St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
16th Sunday In Pentecost
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September 20th, 2020




Our Mission: We are called by the Spirit to be transformed by God in heart and mind, to serve our community,
UCLA, and the world as the Body of Christ. We will grow in faith, hope and love through the practices of
worship, formation, compassion and hospitality.

Prelude “A Mighty Fortress” Jonathan Reuss

Opening Hymn All who hunger gather gladly
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Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Gloria
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: ~ The Lord be with you
People: And also with you
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly, and even now, while we
are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Reading Exodus 16:2-15

The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. The
Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by
the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole
assembly with hunger.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “l am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall
go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction
or not. On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on
other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was the
Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord,
because he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain against us?”
And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the
morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your
complaining is not against us but against the Lord.”

Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he
has heard your complaining.’* And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked
toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. The Lord spoke to Moses and said,



“I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the
morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’*

In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around
the camp. When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance,
as fine as frost on the ground. When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they
did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.

The Second Reading Philippians 1:21-30

To me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I
do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ,
for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, |
know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am
absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with
one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is
evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has graciously granted
you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well-- since you are having the
same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

The Gospel
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Gospel Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew (20:1-16).
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers
for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.
When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them,
‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found
others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” When evening came, the
owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and then going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual
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daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also
received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying,
‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the
day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not
agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the
same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious
because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Gospel Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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The Sermon
Musical Meditation Panis angelicus Ceasar Franck
Panis angelicus Te trina Deitas
fit panis hominum; unaque poscimus:
Dat panis caelicus Sic nos tu visita,
figuris terminum: sicut te colimus;
O res mirabilis! Per tuas semitas
manducat Dominum duc nos quo tendimus,
Pauper, servus, et humilis. Ad lucem quam inhabitas.
Amen.
Bread of Angels,
made the bread of men; We beseech Thee,
The Bread of heaven Godhead One in Three
puts an end to all symbols: That Thou wilt visit us,
A thing wonderful! as we worship Thee,
The Lord becomes our food: lead us through Thy ways,
poor, a servant, and humble. We who wish to reach the light
in which Thou dwellest.
Amen.



The Nicene Creed

Reader:

People:

Let us join in affirming our faith, using the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through
the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Adapted from Intercessions for Christian People

Reader:

People:
Reader:

People:

Reader:

People:

Reader:

People:

Reader:

People:

In the power of God’s new life, revealed in the Risen Lord, we pray to the Lord.

O God, you have blessed with faith those who see your presence in the wounded hands and feet
of Jesus. You have also blessed with faith those who have not seen, yet believe your Gospel. We
give you thanks for the faith you have given us, and we pray that we may share with---and
be—the good news for people everywhere. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Turn the eyes of the leaders of the nations to envision a new world in which swords are turned
into plowshares, and where justice reigns.
Hear our prayer.

As the earliest Christians held all things in common, and shared their abundance with the needy,
give us the spirit of generosity in all things. Help us to overcome hunger and homelessness
among the human family. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

For prisoners and hostages, for those seeking justice, for those in mental anguish, for the sick and
suffering, especially for all victims of the coronavirus pandemic, for their families, and for all
front line care givers. Lord in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

For the leaders of the Church; for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; for John and Diane, our
Bishops; for Yein, our Rector; for the vestry, staff, and leaders of our congregation. Lord in your
mercy,

Hear our prayer.



Reader:
People:

Reader:

The Peace

Celebrant:
People:

The Anthem

For all who have died and for all who grieve, that in Christ who has triumphed over death, they
may find light perpetual and eternal love. Lord in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

God of all power and love,

we give thanks for your unfailing presence

and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss.
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire.
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world:

a people who pray, worship, learn,

break bread, share life, heal neighbors,

bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit.
Wherever and however we gather,

unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission,
that we and the whole creation might be restored and ren ewed,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

He Watching Over Israel Felix Mendelssohn

from Elijah

He, watching over Israel, slumbers not, nor sleeps.
Shouldst thou, walking in grief, languish, He will quicken thee.

The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant:
People:

The Blessing

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Closing Hymn O Bless the Lord, my soul



The Dismissal
Celebrant:
People:

6 Then bless his holy Name,
whose grace hath made thee whole,
whose loving-kindness crowns thy days:
O bless the Lord, my soul!

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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5 and like the ea-gle he re - newsthe vi - gor of thy youth.
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